November 2021

Gu’waa’dzi Hau’ba!
If any community member would like to receive the Acoma Department of Education newsletter, and be a part of our
mailing list, or would like to nominate a student for our student spotlight section please contact the ADoE office at (505)
552-6077.
Guu waa dzii,
Greetings to Parents and Community Members,
Welcome to Fall weather. I want to thank everyone for working so hard on our Covid Mitigation so that students and staff members
stay well and are able to attend school in person. Again, if you are feeling ill or have close contact with someone feeling ill, then
please stay home. Try to get a covid test as quickly as possible. A negative test result means your child, or a staff member can return
to school if they have met the re-entry requirements. To date, we have only had one (1) student and two (2) staff members test positive and no contact illness at the school. Together we can help keep Covid out of our community. Remember: handwashing, masking,
and social distancing! Currently, staff members are scheduled to test for covid every two weeks.
Governor Vallo and Acoma tribal leaders advised students at HCA on October 12th, 2021. Their words were very powerful, sincere,
and I believe very helpful for students to hear. This advisement is reinforced by parents and grandparents each morning as children
head off to school.
Some good news is that by the time you are reading this we will have completed interviews for the new HCA principal and hopefully
the selected person has accepted and started. Please help the new principal feel welcomed to our community.
Tutoring and enrichment have started. We are focused on providing enrichment, tutoring, and STEM activities. We are excited to have
an opportunity to provide after school activities for the 2021-2022 school year. Keep a look out for surveys and enrollment forms as
we firm up our after-school schedule in the Fall and next Spring. You should also have received your child’s student handbook and
returned a receipt of handbook signed documentation. November 11th there is no school for Veteran’s Day. Please thank our many
veterans for their service and remember those who have served. Thanksgiving break is November 22-26, 2021.
October saw the end of the first quarter of school and parent/teacher conferences. We are now in our second semester and be sure
to check our calendar for important dates in November and December.
November 18th and 19th is our COGNIA Accreditation visit. We want parents, community members, and students to participate in
this accreditation. Please consider volunteering in the process to give feedback on these days as part of a focus group. The accreditation visit is virtual.
We have positions still available that we are trying to fill. Have you ever considered working in a school as a substitute teacher, bus
driver, or other needed position? Contact our new Human Resources (HR) department for more information about joining our community at HCA!
In October we continued the expansion of the Acoma Language Program use and implementation, the Second Step Social Emotional
Learning (SEL) support, and Accelerated Reader (AR) implementation. Our school librarian also started, part time, in October. This
should help improve access to student literature in a safe way. Encourage your child to read each night and to have good attendance.
The Acoma Department of Education (ADoE) Board of Education (BoE) approved the new mission statement at the September 13,
2021, board meeting. The mission statement is:
Haak’u Community Academy Mission Statement: HCA will develop self-confident students prepared to become future leaders through
culture, language, and academics.
Dawaa ‘e,
Alton Autrey
21st CCLC Site Coordinator
Interim Principal HCA

Guwaadzi hauba,
Hayaatsi is coming to an end. Kuuku will begin in a few weeks.
Three specific events come to mind when November comes First, it is the month we honor our departed loved ones. Our Nawa'aititra
(ancestors) for thousands of years existed and lived where we are today. One of the most important
things they left us, was our language to continue our culture.
Second, November is Huwehe month (Thanksgiving). Our nawa'aititra left us food to cultivate to continue our existence. We still grow and harvest corn and squash - not too many people grow beans
anymore. They also taught and left us knowledge of foods in the wild, some of which are:

•
•
•
•
•

waakə e shi'iipa (both wild spinach)
tsitiyani (prickly pear berries)
shamə (wild parsley)
dyaaiy'ani (pinions)
tisrkaawi (tea)

Third, it is hunting season. Our nawa'aititra had no calendar to follow for hunting. Hunting was anytime of the year. They knew when to hunt and where to hunt for certain game. We still follow the traditions when kuyaiti (game) is brought into the home.

•
•
•

acknowledge and welcome kuyaiti to the home of the clan
welcome back the kasaruura (hunter(s)) and thank them for bringing kuyaiti into our homes

prepare the meal with dyaaiy'ani (pinions), hiitrəni (seeds), and make traditional hayasruni (corn
meal mush)

•

families and friends are invited to come and partake
the aunt (on the father's side) of the kasaruura has the honor of returning it to the wild
All this is done with prayer and cornmeal, a tradition left for us to continue.
The fear of losing our language and culture is very real. It is vitally important that we preserve and
maintain what we have today, as the working Language Group, we know we have lost some of our
words. We have a difficult time trying to find words of things that we knew existed hundreds of years
ago and still exist today. As we forget our words, we lose part of our culture.
We welcome and invite you to help or just visit to listen and learn.
From the Language Group - we wish you a happy and safe November.
Rebecca Martin
Language Project Coordinator

Hello ADOE families and children,
Happy Fall Everyone! October is sure flying by, soon we will be moving our times back an hour in November. We have been in school since the mid part of August and the children and staff continue to adapt well
to in-person learning along with the added precautions within the school. The Department of Education
has implemented bi-weekly testing for all our staff. Our first test date was on October 8th, and I am happy
to announce that during this test date all results were negative. Some of our staff have started to sign up
for the booster shots that were approved by the Pfizer vaccine. As more booster shots become available,
our staff will be receiving those as well—for those who received the Pfizer vaccine.
With the frequent changes in weather, more children are displaying sniffles, sneezes, and slight coughs.
For now, the HLC is taking every precaution and sending the children home if they are showing any symptoms of illness to ensure the remainder of the children and staff in our program are safe. Our increased
handwashing and frequent temperature checks are some of the precautions taken in the classroom to ensure our children are safe. We are encouraging families to keep their children home if they are not feeling
well, but also to communicate with the school if they will be absent. As part of Head Start Performance
Standards, HLC staff are required to call families one hour after school has begun if a child is not present.
Family Conferences for the HLC are scheduled for November 18 th and 19th. Teachers will be reaching out to
families to schedule the conferences. We will be offering phone call and Zoom conferences for the Fall and
depending on the number of cases this may change in the future. Please make every effort to attend the
conferences and share with our staff what types of learning your children is sharing at home.
Our Keres language teacher Kiwaityuwitsa (Marietta Juanico) continues to move classroom to classroom
implementing lessons and simple phrases for our young children. One of the most common phrases children are learning, are the phrases “Come In” when staff knock on the door and simple greetings. Majority
of our children have learned the Good Morning song as well as our Goodbye song that we sing at the end
of the day. Teachers are starting to utilize the children’s Indian names throughout the day.
We held our first Fire Drill during the month of September and that was a good turnout. The bus evacuations have not taken place yet, however, the bus drivers and facilities transportation manager made a trip
to each bus stop to paint a blue line to identify where families can safely wait for their bus to arrive.
Our HLC team continues to grow. Since our last update, we were able to welcome Ms. Mallory Nutumya
as a teacher assistant in to Kaweeshtima Classroom. She continues to be an asset to our program and continues to learn more about her role every day. We still have a few vacancies within our program—please
see our flyer included within the newsletter for open positions. We are also continuing to accept children
ages three to five years of age into our program.
Sending blessings to you and your families,
Cassandra Sanchez, Interim Director

Acoma Leadership Development Initiative
Recruiting:
*After-School Instructors/ Assistants
*Cultural teachers (rattle makers, jewelers, embroidery, dressmaker, and basket weaving, etc...).
Minimum requirements: Ability to work with children K-8th, be physically active
(such as being able to sustain running, lifting, hiking for extended periods of
time), must pass a background check and drug test. Must have valid Covid-19
vaccination card.

For more information, please contact Thor Peterson at
(505) 934-4937 or email t.peterson@haakuca.org

Thank you to Governor Brian Vallo and his staff for taking time out of their busy schedules to
visit and share some words of advice with the Acoma students. We appreciate everything
you all do for our Acoma people.

Cubero Elementary

MT. Taylor Elementary
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Grants High School
Haak’u Community Academy

Santa Fe Indian School

